A&S Officers’ Meeting

Master Remus Fletcher

A discussion with the Kingdom A&S Minister and local A&S Officers. All are welcome.

Aiglet How-To I: Skinny Textiles

Mistress Rhiannon y Bwa
Class size: 10 (auditors welcome). Student Supplies: Scissors would be nice. 
Hands-on production of the “textile” part of an Aiglet or Point. Learn how to make a twisted cord, a simple fingerloop braid and sewn silk length. A discussion of sizing the point to the eyelet hole it goes thru will also ensue Handout. 

Aiglet How-To II: The Pointy Ends

Mistress Rhiannon y Bwa
Class size: 10 (auditors welcome). 
Student Supplies: Small hammer would be nice.

Hands-on brass chape making with simple tools. Learn how to put a point on a cord, a braid, a ribbon or a strip of sewn silk to finish one of the most essential fastening systems of the Middles Ages and Renaissance: the Aiglet or Point. Points were laced thru eyelets to fasten bodices, hold up hose, and a myriad of other closures. Handout. 
All You Wanted to Know About Documentation but Were Afraid to Ask

Master Creador TwineDragon

Why do documentation? What should be covered in a complete documentation?  Tips on doing better documentation. Pen and paper will be provided for note taking; there will be no handout. 

Arbeau Says That About Horse’s Branle?

Don Lyev Davidovitch

Have you ever done Horse’s Branle, Maltese Branle, or Branle Official? Here’s a chance to look at Arbeau’s actual instructions. Learn some of the many ways to reconstruct Horse’s Branle. Also learn some dances from the Gresley Manuscript, the earliest known source of English dance choreographies (c. 1490). (Beginner)

Beginner Drop Spindling
Lady Iseaulte Thomaswyf

Fee: $20, includes drop spindle and fiber

Size: Limited to 3

Student Supplies: A little patience, and a lot of enthusiasm

Learn how to spin wool into yarn using a drop spindle.

Beginner Recorder

Bearengaer – Knight, Earl, Viscount

Fee: $1.00

Student Supplies: Recorder, music stand if you have one, and any music or method books you have.

We will break into 2 groups with beginner instructions and beginning consort playing. If you have a recorder you will loan for an hour please bring it along and tell me or the nice people at the classes table it is available. Making music is fun and enjoyable and it really isn't that hard. Try it you might like it.

Beginning Fencing Footwork

Lord Benedict Fergus atte Mede

Class Size: 10-15, Student Supplies: Garb you can move around in. (Beginner)

A focused work related to the introduction of fencing class. This will focus on using basic footwork techniques to create offense and defense. 
Beginning Hardanger (2 hrs)

Lady Marian O’Neill

Fee: Handout $0.40 and stitching kit $5.00 

Class Size: 5 for supplies, observers welcome

Student Supplies: Good pair of sharp scissors, fine pointed embroidery scissors.

Beginning hardanger embroidery using basic foundation stitches, filling stitches and cutting threads in the design area.

Beginning Illumination

Lady Failenn de Cearsaigh

Class Size: Handouts limited to first 15.

This class will cover supplies and suppliers, tips for getting started and finding inspiration. This is for the very beginner.

Being Jewish in the SCA: A Round-Table Discussion

Marat She'erah bat Shlomo
Can I eat the feast?  How do I observe Shabbat when events are on Saturdays?  What should I think about when choosing a persona? What other issues might come up when Jews (practicing to varying levels) participate in the SCA?  Bring your questions and ideas.
Bouffons: A French Sword Dance

Debatable Lands Dance Collective

The French also did performance dances with swords! Learn the Three Cuts Passage from Arbeau. No prior experience in dancing or holding a sword necessary! Class to end with a brief discussion of period fencing moves. (Beginner)

Combat Spear

Sir Alonzio of the Peacemakers

Student Supplies: Pen and Paper, spear and armor

Class is hands on and lecture. I will be teaching melee spear and how to use it to the most effect for your team. This is informative for all weapons forms so as to understand expectations with each other.

Early Medieval Glass in Northern Europe

THL Liefr Hjalmsson

Come listen to an overview of glass in northern Europe, prior to the 1100’s. This class focuses on glass vessels, both made locally and imported. Early window glass and beads are briefly discussed.

An Elizabethan Prize Fight

THL Ian Muir
A demonstration/walk through of an Elizabethan era prize fight. (Beginner)

English & French Renaissance Dances

Henry of Maldon

This will be an introduction to the main types of dance in the late Renaissance (the only well-documented period for dance) in England and France. The dances will include measures, country dances, and branles. (Beginner/Intermediate)

Fencing Manual Workshop

Lord Bastiano di Iacopo

Student Supplies: Fencing gear if you have it. 

If you have an interest in old fencing manuals then this might be the class for you. During this class we will work together in small groups to develop understanding of passages from a few old texts. Each small group will analyze a portion of text, hopefully reach some conclusions and then report back to the rest of the class.

Fencing Q&A

Lord Benedict Fergus atte Mede

Class Size: 12

Student Supplies: Any fencing gear the student may wish to bring.

An open question and answer for newer fencers and for the rapier curious. I want to run this with another experienced fencer and give folks a chance to ask questions that might not have been answered by earlier teachers. This is a hands on class as well, as I hope to get people to try things they are curious about.

Framing a Wire-Base Hennan (1 ½ hrs)

Baroness Illish O’Donovan

Fun Scribal Activities for Demos

Mistress Alicia Langland

Class Size: Handouts and materials for 12 students will be provided.

Student Supplies: Please feel free to share your own scribal demo ideas and activities with the class.

German ala Cranach (1 ½ hrs)

Baroness Elizabeth Johanna von der Flossenburg

Baroness Elizabeth will share her findings, including an overview and historical facts of the style; construction techniques, especially for cut and slash style (appropriate for male or female); and conclusions based on her research.

Giving a Period Sound to Modern Award Scrolls

Baroness Ekaterina Volkova

This class explores how to look at period documents, interpret what they say and how to take that knowledge and apply the sound and language of period documents to modern SCA Award scrolls.

Hat-A-Day Workshop – 12th Century Woman’s Coif (3 hours) 

Lady Darraigh and Merriweather MacKenzie

Fee: $10 for hat/veil/barbette kit

Come learn our modern method for creating your own period-look woman’s coif (toque/headdress commonly worn with sideless surcoat, cyclas, etc.). You will leave wearing your new headdress, veil and barbette. (Please – no children under 14 due to the hot irons!)

Hebrew Manuscripts in the Middle Ages
THL Hrefna in heppna Thorgrimsdottir

Hebrew manuscripts are found throughout Medieval Europe. They had a wide variety of illumination, usually based on the time and place of their origin. Come learn about these manuscripts, their decoration, and their calligraphy.

Hip Drop Dance

Dame Katja Davidova Orlova Khazarina

Tired of learning bellydance 101 over and over and want to put those moves together into a simple choreography? This class will focus on slow, sensuous hip moves with coordinating arm poses. Dancers of all levels (and drummers!) are welcome to play and share.

The History of the Duel

Lord Benedict Fergus atte Mede

Basically a lecture about the origins of the duel and the relationship between that, the tournament and the beliefs of pre 17th century people in relation to ideas like honor, loyalty and the defence of one’s name. 

Horsemanship in the Middle Ages (3 hrs)

Count Henri d’Artois

Level: Intermediate

Student Supplies: pictures of their horses!

Discussion on everyday horsemanship in the Middle Ages. Over view of breeds/types, equestrian occupations, training techniques, farriery/medical philosophy, breeding practice, and other topics relative. Last hour will be Kingdom equestrians meet and greet with equipment display.

How to Be An Effective Shieldsman in a Melee

THL Aengus MacBain

Class Size: 20

Student Supplies: sheld, weapon

In this class students will learn how to be effective in a shieldwall. Tactics, movement, unit cohesion, and general melee concepts will be discussed.

How to Start a Shire

Master Brian of Leichester

Fee: $1.00 / Class Size: 15

Do you, and at least four more of your friends, who liveat least 30-40 minutes from the nearest group and feel that your SCA needs might be better served by forming a new Shire [or Canton, College, etc.]? If so, then this is the class for you. Taught by the current Kingdom Cartographer,the class will be taught in two ½ segments – Part One is the Overview, Part Two is a Question and Answer Roundtable. (Beginner)

Introduction to Batarde

Aidan ni Leir

Student Supplies: Bring your favorite pen, but loaners will be available.

This is a hands-on introduction to the dizzying variety of batarde hands, used in Northern Europe from the 14th-16th c. for everything from laundry lists to elaborate Books of Hours.
Introduction to Champleve Etching

Lady Lavena Knapp

Class size: 15

Fee: $1.00

Learn the basics of copper etching. This is the first step used for creating Champleve, a medieval period enameling technique. Each student will make an etched copper pendant.

Introduction to Dance & Courtly Graces

Don Lyev Davidovitch

Ever wanted to give dancing a try, but felt you had two left feet? Do you feel you’re too shy to do dancing, but want to anyway? If you answered “yes” to any of the above, this class is for you! You’ll have fun stepping to the music in this class, and come away with a basic understanding of European dance as it’s done in the SCA. You’ll also learn the courtly graces, and how both men and women asked people to dance at balls. (Absolute Beginner)

Introduction to Fencing

Lord Benedict Fergus atte Mede

Class Size: 10-15

Student Supplies: Students should be able to move around in their garb.

A hands on beginner’s look at footwork, blade handling and suggestions of weapons. This class would be for the novice fencer or for one who is interested in starting fencing.

Introduction to Renaissance Kitchen Equipment

Dame Katja Davidova Orlova Khazarina

Period kitchens were better outfitted than most people think today – come see pictures of utensils, pots, ranks of servants, and numerous other things that made the Renaissance kitchen the well-coordinated facility needed to turn out the fantastic and elaborate feasts of Europe’s royalty.

Introduction to Side Sword

THL Ian Muir

Class Size: 14

Student Supplies: If you intend to participate in the drill portion of the class you will need side sword legal arms and armor.

An overview of the rules, techniques, and methods needed to participate in the side sword program. There is a hands on drill component to this class. If one wishes to participate in this aspect of the class, you must have a schlager authorization.

Introduction to the Techniques of Vincent Saviolo

THL Ian Muir

This class will cover the basics of the philosophy, foot work, offense, and defense found in the works of Vincent Saviolo. This is a hands on class with lots of drill work. Class Size: 15. Student Supplies: SCA legal fencing armor, and a schlager legal blade.

Introduction to Youth Combat

THL Aengus MacBain

Class Size: 20, Student Supplies: parent if child is 10 or under

In this class we will go over the policies and procedures involved with the Youth Combat Program in Æthelmearc. Time permitting, weapons and armor construction will be discussed.

Jewish Life in the Middle Ages

Eleazar ha-Levi

Did Jews fight? What did they wear? What did Jewish women do? Did Jews do heraldry? Find out as I try to cover 1000 years of Jewish history in one hour.

Khazar Personas

Dame Katja Davidova Orlova Khazarina

A brief overview of the history of the primarily Jewish city-state of Khazaria, and suggestions for building a Khazar persona.

Leadership – Making It Happen

Sir Alonzio of the Peacemakers

This class is for everyone fighting in the combat arena. This is for the leaders to guide the troops, for the troops to know what to expect and a basic understanding of the battles at Pennsic.

Learning to Teach

Lord Bastiano di Iacopo

If you are involved in any level or type of instruction this class might be of benefit to you…more importantly to your students. The material covered by this class is based on current educational practices that can help you reach more students and make your class more comfortable for all involved.

Lesser known dances of Giuglielmo Ebreo (15th century Italy)
 Lord Cai o'r Llyn and the Debatable Dance Collective
Beginner/Intermediate 

Giuglielmo Ebreo de Pesara was one of the most well known Jewish dancing masters who held appointments in the courts of Italy. We will be sharing reconstructions of several of his dances that are not often done in the SCA. All levels of dancers welcome, but a prior knowledge of 15th century Italian steps will helpful. A brief discussion of details of Guglielmo's life will follow if time allows.
Listening to Period Music

Baroness Boudicea 

Student Supplies: A basic knowledge of modern music theory, and the ability to listen critically.

Listen to period music and with direction and discussion, learn to pick out and identify elements unique to SCA periods. What makes it period, why it is an attractive listening experience, and what makes one performance better than another. (Intermediate)

Looking Backwards: Basic Research Techniques as Used by a Layman
Master Creador TwineDragon

This class will discuss methods and resources for gathering information on little known topics.

Me? A Poet?: From Bad to Verse

Master Michael Alewright

Student Supplies: Warm body and enthusiasm

Did you ever imagine yourself writing a poem, but were too embarrassed to try? It is not as scary or as difficult as it sounds, and it can be great fun. If you have a good vocabulary and know which end of a pen to put to paper, poetry is simply a new way of applying your talents. Come learn the basics and give it a try!

Mead Making 101

Lord Randwulf atte Cynlauden

Class size: 5

This is an introductory course in mead making. It gives the student a down and dirty approach to mead brewing as well as pointing the student to modern and period recipes. Includes demonstration. NOTE: This class will take place in the KITCHEN.

Melee for Fencing

Don Donnan MacDubhsidhe

How to move troops around the field using basic commands. Also covers types of troops, and their usage on the battlefield, and how to train to work together as a unit.

“Mostly Harmless” Critique

THL Morwenna ni Meachair an Leatharchairdai

Student Supplies: A piece to be critiqued. Any media is welcome, but must be the student’s own work.

A basic overview of what a college-level/art school style critique is like & how the format can further artistic growth, followed by a “sample critique” of a piece brought by each student as time allows.

The Music of Salomon Rossi

Overview of Embroidery

Lady Marian O’Neill

An introduction of various embroidery forms done in the medieval ages. We will look at some pictures and hand stitched examples of embroidery. Also look at some reference resources.

Parson’s Parewell: An English Country Dance from Playford

Lord Brandugh O Donnghaile

This is a lively and intricate English Country Dance for four by John Playford. By the end of the hour, you should be able to do the pattern well enough to impress all. Some familiarity with English Country Dance is helpful. Intermediate.

Pendulum Use Throughout History

Lady Moira Reasgach

Fee: $2.00 for handouts

This class will explore the history behind the use of pendulums. There will be a demonstration on various types of pendulum uses to aid in health and general well being.

Period Canines

Lady Pavla de la Satu Mare

This is a brief overview of types, purposes and management of dogs and canine activities in period.

Personal Display in the Viking Age

THL Hrefna in heppna Thorgrimsdottir

This class discusses Viking Age banners and field identification. Heraldry will be touched upon but remember the Old Norse didn’t have it.

Poetry Workshop

Master Michael Alewright

Student Supplies: Ideas or pieces to discuss, and writing materials

Have you got an idea for a poem but don’t know how to begin? A work in progress and you’re stuck? A finished piece that you would like to go over? Let’s talk, and see if we can make something good happen. (Intermediate)

Polearm: Basics of Fighting Aainst Sword & Shield

Sir Maynard von dem Steine

Student Supplies: Polearm, sword and shields

Basic polearm attacks and defenses. How to fight the polearm against weapon and shield.

Saving Your Place (Period Bookmarks)
Elianora Mathewes

Class Size: 10 (but any number of auditors welcome)

Fee: $3.00

We will explore the diverse ways of saving your favorite pages in a manuscript using a 15th century multiple-page bookmarker as well as other multiple cord designs, side tabs, narrow parchment sheets and ribbons bound into headbands. Students will begin work on a van der Weyden-type bookmarker with materials provided in kit form.

Singing Songs of Æthelmearc

Lady Silence de Cherbourg and THL Gwendolyn the Graceful

Student Supplies: Just a voice!

Lady Silence and THL Gwendolyn will lead the class in several songs written by SCAdians about our fair kingdom, including Haakon’s “The Æthelmearc Song” and Gwen’s own “Scarlet”. Lyrics and sheet music will be made available.

Songs Every SCAdian Should Know

THL Gwendolyn the Graceful

The Sylvan Bard of Æthelmearc will teach some SCA favorites. Come learn the songs you’ve heard sung for years, or just come to sing along!

Translating “Cocboeck”, a Dutch cookbook from 1593; Triumphs, Complications and Future Plans

Lady Odriana vander Brugghe

This presentation will be about my experiences while translating “Eenen seer schoonen ende excellenten Cocboeck” by Carolus Battus. This work in progress is to be ready for initial review in the Spring of 2005.

Wine, Women and Song: Nonreligious Jewish Poetry of Spain

Eleazar h-Levi

An audience participatory look at the irreligious, non-religious, and occasionally downright erotic Jewish poetry of the Golden Age of Spain. 

Woodcarving - From Start to Finish

Master Charles le Serene 

How to get started in woodcarving – a general over ride of the art with other classes to follow.

Woodcarving - Sharpening and Choosing Tools

Master Charles le Serene

Class size: 10

A continuation of the first class on woodcarving. (Beginner)

Your Friend the Library

Baron Mord Hrutsson the Green

Going to the library is often such an exercise in frustration that many refuse to go, yet gentles interested in research find themselves in libraries. Mord the Green, knight and librarian, will explain the structure of libraries and how to use it to your advantage. The use of the reference area and its contents will be examined as well as the mysteries of interlibrary loan. 
